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It is often difficult for adolescents to look at circumstances 
from other people’s perspectives. This is due, in part, to their 
still-developing brain structures. Thus, adolescents might come 
off as self-centered and focused on their own needs without 
considering how those needs affect others. This apparent lack 
of empathy is normal and typically resolves itself once a teen 
reaches the end of adolescence.    
 
 

Anna Green, Demand Media 

“These problems are real, and you can't turn off real life. So 
I won't try. Instead, I'll give you a set of tools to help you 
deal with real life.”  
 
  ― Sean Covey, The 7 Habits Of Highly Effective Teens 



The Common Core State Standards for English 
Language Arts and Literacy build on the best of 
existing standards and reflect the skills and 
knowledge students will need to succeed in college, 
career, and life.  
 
Understanding how the standards differ from 
previous standards—and the necessary shifts they 
call for—is essential to implementing the standards 
well. 
  



The following are key shifts  
called for by the Common Core: 
 

1.Regular practice with complex texts and their 
academic language 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 
evidence from texts, both literary and 
informational 
3. Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction 



3. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction 
Students must be immersed in information about the 
world around them if they are to develop the strong 
general knowledge and vocabulary they need to become 
successful readers and be prepared for college, career, 
and life. Informational texts play an important part in 

building students’ content knowledge. Further, it is 
vital for students to have extensive opportunities 
to build knowledge through texts so they can 
learn independently. 



Further, it is vital for students to have extensive opportunities to build 
knowledge through texts so they can learn independently. 

In grades 6-12, there is much greater attention on the 
specific category of literary nonfiction, which is a shift 
from traditional standards. To be clear, the standards pay 
substantial attention to literature throughout K-12, as it 
constitutes half of the reading in K-5 and is the core of 
the work of 6-12 ELA teachers. Also in grades 6-12, the 
standards for literacy in history/social studies, science, 

and technical subjects ensure that 

.  



Building knowledge through content-
rich nonfiction 

Extensive opportunities to build 
knowledge through texts so they can 
learn independently.  

Independently build knowledge in 
these disciplines through reading and 
writing.  



http://www.stancoe.org/SCOE/iss/common_core/overview/overview_depth_of_knowled
ge/dok_arts.pdf 



DOK 3  
Students at DOK 3 create original artwork within a 
set of teacher-directed parameters which could 
include subject matter, theme, historical style, 
elements and principles, media, and/or 
technique. They can express a personal point of 
view through the creation of artwork, and create 
art that serves a purpose in society (e.g., fine 
crafts, graphic design; group identity; social, 
cultural or political commentary. Students justify 
artistic decisions and analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of communicating meaning in art.  



DOK 4  
Students at DOK 4 select a topic of personal 
interest as a theme/subject for creation of art and 
define an artistic problem. They conduct research 
using a variety of sources …and develop ideas 
through a series of studies. They choose and use 
elements, principles, style, media, and techniques 
that will best express the intended meaning. 
Students can write an artist’s statement that 
explains and defends artistic decisions...They draw 
and defend conclusions about how art is 
influenced by and influences culture/history.  



1. Central Focus is on SELF. 

2. Research and Writing are both part of 
the process. 

3. Reflection is evident in the final 
product. 

4. Digital Tools are involved in the 
creation of the product. 



I’m An Animal! Project 

1. Students choose positive or negative 
aspects of their personality which 
correspond to Chinese Zodiac, Native 
American Totem, or Mythological Animals 

2. Research involves investigation of animal 
symbolism; Writing includes specific 
justification 

3. Reflection is required 

4. Digital tools: Graphics (Photoshop) and 
Word Processing  

 



I’m An Animal! Project 

1. Students choose three animals based on 
their symbolism of personality traits 

2. Next, they justify their choices by citing 
specific ways they demonstrate those 
personality traits. 

3. Finally, they create a blended animal using 
the head, middle, and hindquarters or tail of 
three animals 

 



 



Draft 



Draft 



Graphic 



Tagxedo Project 

1. Students describe multiple aspects of their 
own character. 

2. Research involves defining unknown 
traits/vocabulary 

3. Reflection is a required written component 

4. Digital tools: Tagxedo.com, Photo 
background removal software, word 
processing. 

 



Tagxedo Project 

1. Students select at least 25 traits from an 
online literary character traits list. 

2. Next, they pose for head shots 
demonstrating 5 of those traits 

3. Finally, they create an image in which the 
headshot contents are replaced with word 
clouds. 

 



Sample websites 

http://www.misd.net/DistanceLearning/A
SK/lesson%20plans/Character%20Traits%
20List%20middle_high.pdf 

http://ideonomy.mit.edu/essays/traits.html 

http://www.fiction-writers-mentor.com/list-of-
character-traits.html 



tagxedo.com 

http://tagxedo.com/






Reflection 



Reflection 



Evocative Emotions Project 

1. Students write 2nd person point of view 
anecdotes that evoke feeling based on prior 
experiences 

2. Research includes Andy Warhol pop art 

3. Reflection is embedded in peer assessment 

4. Digital tools: Photo colorization software, 
presentation or design software. 

 



Evocative Emotions Project 

1. Students complete planner of strong emotions 
experienced in past, then write anecdotes in 
2nd person. 

2. Next, they pose for head shots demonstrating  
4 strong emotions. 

3. Finally, they create an image in which color 
choice combines with the facial expression to 
evoke the emotion in the audience. 

4. Peer evaluation rates success in evocation of 
that emotion. 

 



Planner 



Draft 



Colorization 





Peer Evaluation 

Your Name ________________________________ 
Name of Artist ____________________________ 
 
Which image was most successful and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
Which image was least successful and how would you revise it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Time Traveler Project 

1. Students write first person expository 
captions for a photograph or painting 

2. Research of historically significant events 

3. Reflection is sensory driven 

4. Digital tools: Photo enhancement software, 
word processing. 

 



Time Traveler Project 

1. Students complete planner of a caption to 
accompany a chosen graphic of a historically 
significant event or period. 

2. Next, they pose for a photograph which is 
posed to blend with the others in the image. 

3. Finally, they isolate and enhance or modify 
their image to appear layered in the photo 
or graphic. 

 



Planner 

1. What is the URL of the photograph? 
2. Who is the photographer? 
3. What is the date of the photograph? 
4. If you were there, what would you be doing? 
5. Hearing? 
6. Feeling? 
7. Smelling? 
8. Who are the other people in the photo, and how are 

they related to you? 



Drafts 

This photo is from the making of the Eiffel Tower, I put myself in it  

because I always wanted to see the Eiffel Tower, This photo was taken  

in 1889.  

 

 

This photo was taken in 1889. In this picture you see a group of well dressed 

guys. I could smell the paint and dirt in the air because the tower has just  

been built. Lots of people helped build the tower as you can see in the photo  

but there was many more. Named after its designer, engineer Gustave Eiffel,  

the Eiffel Tower is the tallest building in Paris and one of the most  

recognized structures in the world. 
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Projects 



Mondrian Memories Project 

1. Students write explanations of significant 
places or objects from their years at our 
school. 

2. Research of Mondrian art 

3. Reflection is highly personal and connected 
to 8th grade promotion. 

4. Digital tools: graphic design (Illustrator or 
Photoshop), camera 

 



Mondrian Memories Project 

1. Students write about and take pictures of 
places/objects (no people) they want to 
remember. 

2. Next, research Mondrian art. 

3. They create a similar image with Graphic 
Design software. 

4. Finally, they embed transparent layers of the 
photographs they took onto the colored 
sections. 

 



Planner 
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http://youtu.be/d8KxquvPvfs  
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